
Department of Energy 
Idaho-Operations Office 

850 Energy Drive 
Idaho Falls, ldaho 83401 -4 563 

March 15,2002 

Mr. Robed E. Buiiock, JDEQ Hazsrdous Waste Permit Coordinator 
Idaho Department uf Environmental QuaRy 
14tD N. Hiltan, 2nd flour 
Bdse, ID. 63706-1255 

SUBJECT: Response to Request for InfomatIan w € E M 2 - 0 3 9 )  

Dear Mr. Buiiock 

A meeting was held on Wednesday,.Marcfi 6* 2002, at tfie-E. F. Chandler office Building in 
Boise to discuss management uf CERCLA wastes at the fully emitted HMWB/RCRA treeatdent 
and storage units located at the lNEEt RvvRnC. You requested a letter from DOE describing 
DOE'S position on the definition of 'existing inventories' as Stjpulated in #e three HWMAIRCRA 
permits addressing units located at the RWMC. This letter provides the infomation requested. 

Three separate HWMARCRA permits address the fully permitted matrnent and storage units 
bcated at the RWMC. These pernits are. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The Final IWMA Storage Permit fur the RWMC on the INEEL (EPA ID No. 
IU4890008952}, revised 1214J2OU1. 

The M W T P  HwMAmCRA Treatment Permit, INEEL, (EPA ID Nos. 1DR000002881 and 
1048900U8952), revised W71200f. 

The A m  kT&WURCRA Storage Permit, INEEL, @FA ID No. 104890008952), 
revised 2/11/2002 

Each of these permits C0ni;ains a mmmon definition for the term 'existing inventories". This 
definition states, in p e  that existing imrentories shali mean dl waste m i v e d  at the RWMC on 
Of prior to September 1 1,9991, the subrnbl date of the RCR4 Part B Permit Application fcr fhe 
ILTSF and the WSF. . 

DOE believes that this definition applies to waste received at the R W C  TSA on or pn'or to 
September 4 I ,  1991. In contrast, wastes which had aiready been dispc@ed of in the SDA prior 
to 1971 were nut encampassed w3hin this defmition. Because that disposal took place prior to 
the enactment of RCRA h 1976, there has never been a requirement to obtain a RCf?A pernit 
fur those wastes. Instead, the pcrssibili of a release of hazardous substances from those 
wastes is being addressed by IDEQ, EPA'and DOE under the GERCLA statute, as impiemenfed 
by the 1991 FFNCO. it wuufd be illogical to class'@ those wastes as being 'stored" or "rreated" 
or otherwise advely managed under #e new permits since they had already been dispersed cf 
tong before, This understanding was dearly part of the factual baseiine presumed by both DOE 
and the State at the time DOE applied for each of the permil and is consistent with the 
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